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Conclusion

COOPERATION  ACROSS THE IRON CURTAIN  

The international cooperation of the Belgrade University after World War II was 
established in accordance with the development of this high educational and scientific insti-
tution and its role in new political and social-economic order which was being built by the 
Communist Party of Yugoslavia after it had risen to power. Besides this, the intensity and 
directions of that cooperation depended on the foreign policy of the Yugoslav state, its posi-
tion in international relations and global movements and changes in the world during the 
Cold War. Within these frames, the international scientific relations were established and 
developed in accordance with the interests and goals of scientific disciplines and individual 
scientists, their inherited contacts abroad and necessary need to follow contemporary expe-
rience and achievements in the world and to use them for proper development. Student rela-
tions with abroad depended even more on the international political situation and fit in main 
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streams of postwar international student, youth, political, professional, tourist, cultural-arti-
stic and sport cooperation.  

The international cooperation of professors and students of the Belgrade Univer-
sity in the postwar period was established within the Yugoslav frames. The organization, 
control and evidence of relations of  the university, professors and students  with foreign 
countries was centralized, but not unique and it was established through federal administra-
tive organs which were in charge of  education, science, culture (committees, ministries, co-
uncils and secretariats for cultural, educational and scientific affairs). Also during the de-
centralization in the 50’s, the federal organs mostly kept, besides the general affairs, the af-
fairs of the international cooperation and monitoring of international regulations and deve-
lopment of high education system and organization of science abroad. Besides, there was a 
series of federal institutions which, along with other things, administrated international sci-
entific and student cooperation and exchange. The departure of Yugoslav professors abroad 
and visits of foreign scientists to Yugoslavia were organized by the Council of Academy of 
the FPRY, founded in the end of 1948.  Since 1951, the exchange of professors went thro-
ugh the Yugoslav National Commission for UNESCO. The affairs of cultural, educational 
and scientific relations with abroad, since its foundation in 1953, were taken over mostly by 
the Federal Commission for Cultural Relations with Abroad, which was specially dedicated 
to the organization of the attribution of scholarships to foreign students in Yugoslavia. In 
the end, the Community of Yugoslav Universities, since its foundation in 1957, along with 
the other affairs of mutual interest for all Yugoslav universities, was dealing with the orga-
nization, realization, coordination and evidence of international university cooperation, ex-
change of university delegation and professors. The international cooperation and exchange 
of students of the Belgrade University, in the beginning, went through the National Youth 
of Yugoslavia, and since 1952, it became an important part of the activities of the student 
mass organization – the Student Union of Yugoslavia. In the beginning of the 50’s, the Bu-
reau for International Exchange of Youth and Students  of the FPRY, which organized  tou-
rist travels and excursions of Yugoslav students to abroad and travels of foreign students to 
Yugoslavia was founded. During the 50’s, on the Belgrade  University  and on other univer-
sities in the country, a series of national committees of international professional organizati-
ons which organized in certain scientific fields (technical sciences, medical sciences, eco-
nomics) reciprocal internships for Yugoslav students in foreign countries  and internships 
for foreign students in Yugoslavia was established. Important mediatory  role in  internatio-
nal scientific and student cooperation had the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, precisely the 
Secretariat for Foreign Affairs and also Yugoslav diplomatic missions abroad through 
which went the communication and which enabled contacts and travels.  

The development of international relations and Yugoslav foreign policy after 
World War II, decisively influenced the whole political, socio-economic and cultural-edu-
cational life in Yugoslavia and so on the work of the Belgrade University and especially on 
the intensity and directions of its international cooperation. After the end of World War II, 
in the winning coalition, primarily between the USSR and USA, misunderstandings and 
ideological-political differences and confrontations which turned into the armament race, 
propaganda war and world bloc division, were strengthening. In the beginning of the con-
frontation, the governing Communist Party of Yugoslavia unconditionally put itself on the 
side of the ideological ally, the Soviet Union, according to whose model and experiences, 
formed the new state, political and socio-economic system and cultural-educational life. 
The foreign policy of the country was completely turned to the Soviet Union and the coun-
tries of „people’s democracy” and the propaganda apparatus of the Party created the idea of 
the battle of the “progressive world” led by the Soviet Union, against the capitalist, bourge-
ois, imperialist West with the USA at its head. This kind of state in the postwar years influ-
enced the structure and the work of the University, shape of the curricula and syllabuses, 
contents of the textbooks and literature, idelogization of lectures, and politization of life and 
work and international cooperation of professors and students.  

The confrontation of Yugoslavia with the Cominform in 1948, was the event  of 
great significant for world history, which influenced the Cold War situation and caused big 
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changes and turn in Yugoslav foreign and inner policy , state, economy, culture and educa-
tion in the end of the 40’s and during the 50’s. The confrontation led to the blockade, pres-
sure and danger from the East, Yugoslav leadership reacted to this with gradual approach to 
Western countries, reception of military and economic assistance from them and opening 
towards the Western world. On inner plan, partial liberalization and series of changes in 
state administration, stat, economy and culture were conducted which, in spite of the resi-
stance, block contradictions and survival of the party monopoly significantly changed the 
life in Yugoslavia and its place in the divided world. Found between the two confronted 
blocks which wanted it in their frames, Yugoslavia during the 50’s strived towards the de-
fense of its independence, maintenance of the equidistance and balancing between the con-
fronted sides. In the search for the new way in international relations, in time, it started to 
establish closer relations with the undeveloped countries of the Third World and in the mid-
dle of the decade, with the Asian and in the end with the Arab and African countries which 
were just gaining their independence, and formulated with them the policy of neutrality, 
equality and active peaceful coexistence and formed the non-aligned movement.  

This development of Yugoslav foreign policy and the course of the Cold War in 
the 50’s gave directions and incentives and imposed obstacles for international scientific 
and student cooperation of the Belgrade University. After the initial closeness with the So-
viet Union and “the people’s democracies”, the cooperation with them ended in 1948. Since 
then, the cooperation with the Western countries was constantly being  intensified with the 
presence of ideological distrust, obstacles and stereotypes about the confrontation of the 
“socialist” and “bourgeois” science, while the relations with the socialist block varied and 
moved between the rapprochement and cooperation and confrontation and cooling. During 
the 50’s, there were  first contacts with the countries of Asia and Africa, mutual acquaintan-
ces, discoveries of possibilities and gradual rapprochement on the basis of foreign-political 
principles and needs but also on mutual economic and cultural interests.  

In general, international relations of the University were constantly being intensi-
fied in spite of the obstacles, variations and different phases. This was mostly encouraged 
by the general development of education, science and techniques after World War II, eco-
nomic progress, scientific development, application of scientific results in practice, deve-
lopment of high education, augmentation of the number of students and their tendency to-
wards mutual bonding, acceleration of communication and growth of need and wish for in-
ternational exchange of scientific knowledge, in spite of ideological boundaries and obstac-
les. A part of this scientific progress which was fighting and intertwining with the Cold 
War divisions and fears in the middle of the century was present in both, Yugoslavia and 
the Belgrade University.  

The professors and assistants of the Belgrade University, immediately after World 
War II, were directed to the Soviet  scientific and university models and achievements and 
sent to training and exchanged knowledge with the scientists from the Soviet Union  and 
Eastern European countries. However, they were still, to a lesser extent and with a lot of 
ideological distrust, maintaining relations with the scientific centers of Western Europe, 
which in some cases had long tradition. Since the beginning of the 50’s , scientists and pro-
fessors  from Western countries were visiting the Belgrade University and Yugoslavia more 
often, while Belgrade professors were intensively traveling to international congresses and 
were trained on Western European institutes and universities. After the normalization of re-
lations with the Soviet Union in the middle of the decade, the connections were established 
again and delegations and professors with Eastern European countries were being exchan-
ged (primarily with the Soviet Union and Poland). In time, the contact and scientific and 
technical cooperation with the Third world countries was established, in which the experts 
and professors were sent, and in which was seen the area for the transfer of knowledge and 
experiences acquired in Yugoslavia or on the universities of the developed countries. The 
intensity and variety of scientific university cooperation of the Belgrade and other universi-
ties during the 50’s had multiple significance, above all the scientific and cultural one, then 
economic and in the situation of the Cold War, ideological-political one. During the visits 
to  abroad, international congresses, conferences and in magazines, as much as modest they 



311

were, the achievements of Yugoslav science were presented, new knowledge was brought 
to the country along with the contemporary scientific methods, technological procedures of 
the world science which were also transferred by the guests from abroad during the visits to 
domestic universities and institutes.  

The international student cooperation was even more intensified and did not de-
pend so much on the objective state, quality, ability and possibility. It was developed within 
international activities of the People’s Youth of Yugoslavia since the beginning of the 50’s, 
through the Student Union  but all the time under the leadership and control of the Party. 
The forms of cooperation were miscellaneous and established through mutual contacts with 
international and national  student and youth organizations, exchange of information, publi-
cation and delegation, participation in international congresses, conferences and seminars, 
professional exchange and internships through different professional organizations, cultu-
ral, artistic, sport cooperation and exchange, tourist travels, excursions and summer 
holydays and participation in international work actions. The intensity, directions and forms 
of cooperation followed the international Cold War situation and foreign political orienta-
tion of the Yugoslav state: after the war, the cooperation was developed with the “brot-
herly” students and youth from the countries of people’s democracy, especially from the 
neighboring countries, in the beginning of the 50’s, in the West, and then on the East and 
West and in the Third world countries.  

In the beginning of the 50’s, through  the criticism of the policy of the Soviet 
Union and the division in international relations and student movement, the principles  
which remained valid until the end of the decade and enabled the expansion of Yugoslav in-
ternational student cooperation were formulated.  Through the formula of “universal stu-
dent cooperation”, the development of all forms of cooperation with the national student or-
ganizations was encouraged, on the foundation of the respect of independence and non-in-
terference in country’s inner affairs, development of friendships and student solidarity, 
which enabled the overcoming of the Cold War division of the world and cooperation with 
the countries whose ideological-political attitudes and order were not supported. On those 
principles, Belgrade and Yugoslav students during the 50’s developed vast professional co-
operation through adequate international professional organizations and had internships in 
the developed Western European countries. Through the Bureau for Student and Youth Ex-
change, students and youth from all parts of the world came in Yugoslavia for excursions 
and summer holydays, and Yugoslav students traveled in growing numbers as tourists to ot-
her countries. Belgrade and Yugoslav student organization organized the exchange of dele-
gations and visits to foreign organizations and universities, participation in international se-
minars, cultural artistic cooperation, sport meetings etc. Besides, the introduction to interna-
tional political relations and the propaganda and support to international student coopera-
tion were all the time an important part of ideological-political actions and the way to win 
over the Belgrade students for actual foreign policy of the Party and state leadership.  

In the end, in the frame of the Cold War and the place of Yugoslavia in internatio-
nal postwar relations, the providing of scholarships and education for foreign students in 
Yugoslavia had special significance, above all on the Belgrade University, especially du-
ring the 50’s. After the war, students scholars from Bulgaria, in the form of assistance, and 
from Albania, in the form of assistance, studied at the Belgrade University, which after the 
confrontation with the Cominform was suddenly stopped and ended in numerous problems 
and incidents. The formation of serious policy of scholarship attribution to foreign students 
in Yugoslavia was started modestly in the beginning of the 50’s, with the work of the Coun-
cil for Science and Culture and the Commission for Cultural Relations with Abroad on the 
scholarships for language and literature specialization, during the search for the exit in the 
time of the Cominform blockade and modest return to the attribution of scholarships to 
Yugoslav students in those countries. In time, new possibilities were discovered and big 
project was developed in spite of the material and other difficulties and limits. During the 
first half of the 50’s, in accordance with the foreign political orientation of the country, the 
cooperation was developed with the countries of Asia, India and Burma whose specialists 
and students came in the biggest number. In the middle of the decade, after the normaliza-
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tion with the Soviet Union and the establishment of cultural cooperation and exchange, the 
specialists from the socialist countries (the USSR, Poland, China) started to come.  

In the end of the decade, serious and detailed policy of scholarship attribution  to 
foreign students on undergraduate studies and specialization was formulated and directed 
towards Arabian and African countries which had just been freed from the foreign authoriti-
es or were still fighting for freedom. This decision of Yugoslav authorities was led by con-
crete political, but also economic interests: it was planed that  the professionals which were 
necessary to those countries be educated on Yugoslav universities and that after the return 
to home, they take over positions in politics or economy and, as friends, support Yugoslav 
foreign policy or represent the interests of Yugoslav companies in their country. These 
plans were based on foreign experiences, evaluation of benefits, needs and interests, but 
they did not pay attention to the possibilities which led to certain problems, above all the 
material, technical and political ones which were interfering with the realization of the 
planned policy. Besides the problems with the accommodation, there were certain difficulti-
es with the adjustments, ignorance, distrust, indiscipline, disorientation of foreign students, 
but also bad relationship and even open hatred of domestic students towards foreigners 
which escalated in series of confrontations and incidents in the end of the 50’s. The inexpe-
rienced state organs , in the beginning, did not manage to control and organize the reception 
and work of  foreign students and especially they did not manage to follow their work after 
the end of  the studies and their return to the home country which significantly diminished 
the expected effects of the scholarship policy. However, great efforts were invested to re-
move the difficulties and solve the problems which did not disturb the work on the creation 
and confirmation of the planned scholarship policy in the beginning of the 60’s which in the 
following period gave bigger results. The Belgrade University was the support for this po-
licy and the main center where students from larger number of countries, from different 
continents, with different skin colors and political orientation could be seen more often.  

Strong development of the international cooperation of the Belgrade University 
and exchange of people and knowledge with abroad in the situation of Cold War divisions 
and confrontations had multiple significance: scientific, economic, cultural, civilization and 
ideological-political. The Cold War imposed boundaries in scientific and student world, 
which Yugoslavia with its positioning in the world after the confrontation with the Comin-
form could not destroy and it moved in those frames but in the beginning of the 50’s it crea-
ted serious raptures in them and made contact with the world which spread and intensified 
later during the decade with numerous problems, obstacles, flaws. The results and discove-
ries of Belgrade professors and scientists were, more than before, exchanged with the fore-
ign scientists and world university centers on both sides of the „iron curtain”; Belgrade stu-
dents traveled for different occasions in numerous European and far countries on other con-
tinents and moved through all meridians and Belgrade and Yugoslavia were visited by pro-
fessors, scientists and students from tenths of foreign countries, from all the parts of the pla-
net divided by the Cold War, in the aula of Belgrade faculties, young people from far coun-
tries of Asian and African continent showed up and in spite of the difficulties and problems, 
in larger number they came to study on the Belgrade university and made it become signifi-
cant high educational centre wide proportions. It was the expression of international politi-
cal courses, the realization of state’s political and economic project, the attempt to transfer 
knowledge and ideology and the destruction of ideological-political and civilization boun-
daries and barriers.  

Translated by 
Jelena Životi
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Енрико Бомпијани 
италијански математичар  
новембра 1956. у Београду 

Селман Абрахам Ваксман 
 лекар, нобеловац       

септембра 1959. у Београду 

Роберт Жане Вален, нуклеарни физичар холандског порекла  
радио у Институту у Винчи 1948–1954  

(на слици са Павлом Савићем) 

Сир Харолд Гилис  
оториноларинголог, пластични хирург 

априла – маја 1948. у Београду 
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В. А. Вустер, са Универзитета Кембриџ 
1948. у Београду 

Ј. Б. С. Халдан, британски генетичар  
и еволуциониста индијског порекла 

Гуркан Казим Исмаил, лекар  
ректор Универзитета у Истанбулу 

маја 1953. у Београду 

Жорж Гурвич, француски правник 
и социолог 

октобра 1957. у Београду 

Ејнар Дигве, дански археолог и 
архитекта, маја 1947. у Београду 

Леополд Есканд, физичар професор  
у Тулузу, 1954. у Београду 
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Пјер  Жорж, француски географ 
из Лила, октобра 1947. у Београду 

Лав Александрович Зенкевич, 
совјетски биолог, 1946. у Београду 

Габријел Сурдиј, офталмолог из Нанта  
почетком 1950. и крајем 1952.  

у Београду 

Андре Шолеј, географ, професор Сорбоне 
маја 1947. и маја 1949. у Београду 

Леополд Ружичка, хемичар са Универзитета 
у Цириху, нобеловац, маја 1950. у Београду 

Тадеуш Котарбински, филозоф 
председник Пољске академије наука, 

септембра 1959. у Београду 
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Текст хемичара Исака Колтхофа објављен у америчкој штампи 

после боравка у Југославији августа 1949. 
 

 
Жан Касу, француски интелектуалац 
аутор текста „Мисао без пасоша“ 1954. 

 

 
Текст Мисао без пасоша 

(Међународна политика, бр. 103, 16. јул 1954, 9) 
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Професори Београдског универзитета  
у иностранству 

 
 

                                                  
 
 
 
 

                                                  
 
 
 
 

                                                                    
 
 
 

Радослав Анђус, физиолог 
Природно-математички факултет 

Војислав Арновљевић, кардиолог 
Медицински факултет 

Милан Бартош, правник 
Правни факултет 

Јован Ђорђевић, правник и 
политиколог, Правни факултет 

Боривоје Дробњаковић, етнолог 
Филозофски факултет 

Борислав Благојевић, правник, ректор 
Правни факултет 
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Са доделе почасног доктората Карловог универзитета у Прагу  

Александру Белићу 1946. 
 

                                             
 
 
 
 

                                                
 
 
   

Александар Белић  
лингвиста и слависта  
председник САН 
Филозофски факултет 

Ђурђе Бошковић 
историчар уметности 

Архитектонски факултет 

Војислав Даниловић, алерголог 
Медицински факултет 

Никола Добровић 
архитекта  

Архитектонски факултет 

Иван Ђаја, физиолог 
Природно-математички факултет 
почасни доктор Сорбоне и члан 
Француске академије наука 

Плакат за предавање Ивана Ђаје  
18. децембра 1951. у Паризу 
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Младен Јосифовић 
Пољопривредни 

факултет 

Јован Белић, 
Ветеринарски 
факултет 

Илија Ђуричић, физиолог 
Ветеринарски факултет 

ректор 

Чедомил Плавшић  
Медицински факултет 

Јулијана Богићевић 
Медицински факултет 

Синиша Станковић, биолог 
ПМФ, председник 
Академијског савета  

и Националне комисије ФНРЈ 
за УНЕСКО 

Радивоје Беровић 
 Медицински факултет 

Јован Карамата, математичар 
ПМФ, од 1951. у Женеви 

Милош Радојчић 
математичар, ПМФ 

1959–1964. на 
Универзитету у Картуму 
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Физичар Павле Савић на конференцији у Паризу 1957. 

Милутин Миланковић  
математичар, астроном,  

Природно-математички факултет 

Павле Вујевић 
Природно-математички 

факултет 

Никола Салтиков, математичар 
Природно-математички 

факултет 

Плакат за предавање Николе Салтикова 
на Сорбони 1952. 
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Павле Савић 
физичар, ПМФ 

Стеван Јаковљевић 
биолог, ректор, ПМФ 

Божидар Ђорђевић 
Медицински факултет 

проректор 

Воја Стојановић 
Медицински факултет 
 

Ђорђе Нешић 
Медицински факултет 

Ксенофон Шаховић 
Медицински факултет 
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Сава Петковић 
Медицински факултет 

Владимир Спужић 
Медицински факултет 

Коста Тодоровић 
Медицински факултет 

 

Бранко Шљивић 
Медицински факултет 

Милош Младеновић 
Фармацеутски факултет 

 

Борислав Стевановић, психолог 
Филозофски факултет 
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Јорјо Тадић, историчар 
Филозофски факултет 

Георгије Острогорски 
византолог Филозофски 

факултет 

Виктор Новак историчар, 
Филозофски факултет 

Михаило Стевановић 
лингвиста, Филозофски 

факултет 

Светозар Радојчић историчар 
уметности Филозофски 

факултет 

Вукић Мићовић, хемичар 
ректор, ПМФ 
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Боривоје Милојевић географ 
ПМФ 

Војислав Мишковић 
астроном, ПМФ 

Владимир Фармаковски 
Машински факултет 

Петар Стевановић геолог 
 РГФ 

Живојин Тешић, биолог 
Пољопривредни факултет 

 

Радивој Увалић Правни  
и Економски факултет 
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Студентска сарадња 
 

 

 
Годишња скупштина IAESTE 1952. године (Архив Југославије, 377-24-17) 

 

 
Африка 1959. 
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Африка: 1940. три, а 1960. године 26 независних земаља 

 

 
Страни студенти код ректора Београдског универзитета Борислава Благојевића 
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Из рубрике о страним студентима у листу Студент 

 

 
Фоли Амаизо, докторанд из Тогоа 

 

 
Разговор са индијским студентима у Београду 
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Бурмански студенти у Београду 

 
 

 
Обавештење у Студенту новембра 1955. 
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315 –         (1946–1948) 
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