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PREFACE

The book on the Serbian political emigration in Western Europe af-
ter World War II consists of two main parts. The first part is devoted to bio-
graphy of General Miodrag Damjanovi¢; second part explores the forming
of the Serbian political emigration after the defeat of Serbian and Yugoslav
anti-communist military forces at the end of the war. Political emigration
occurred in Italy, Germany and Great Britain. Many of these people later
moved to the United States of America and Australia. This book examines
their lives.

The biography of Miodrag Damjanovi¢, a General in the Army of
the Kingdom of Serbia, presents a life story of a Serbian officer, a represen-
tative of the military elite whose peak was reached just before WW 11, only
to experience a steep downfall that at the same time meant the destruction of
their career, as well as of the society whose prisoners they were and whom
they served faithfully.

This biography is divided into two uneven segments, stipulated by
the nature of the sources and the overall structure of the book. The first part
describes Damjanovi¢’s life from his education at the Military Academy, his
participation in the Balkan Wars and WW 1, his career in the Army of the
Kingdom of Yugoslavia up to WW II. For this greater part of Damjanovi¢’s
life sources were very scarce because of the nature of his personality and
his army service which did not leave a lot of trace and the condition the
Serbian historiography is in, which did not concern itself with General Da-
mjanovi¢. In the contemporary period, historian Mile Bjelajac produced
the most complete work on the history of the Army of the Kingdom of
Yugoslavia, its institutions, biographies, biographical portraits and publis-
hed memoir documents. These works were of great help in the recon-
struction of particular elements from the life of General Damjanovi¢ in
this period.

General Damjanovi¢ was a participant of WW 11, which caught him
on the duty of the Chief-of-Staff of the third group of armies under the com-
mand of General Milan Nedi¢. He then spent the next three years in German
captivity, and first-hand accounts from this period of his life are also very
scarce. The reconstruction was done partly by procurement, through authen-
tic sources relating to the lives of Yugoslav officers in captivity.



The time period from Damjanovi¢’s return from captivity to his emi-
gration, although very short, at the same time represents perhaps the most
tempestuous and eventful part of his career. His work in General Nedi¢’s
government and there upon his Departure to General Dragoljub Mihailo-
vi¢’s headquarters and commanding the army that retreated to Italy and so
avoided a tragic destiny of the rest of the defeated nationalist and anti-com-
munist forces at the end of WW II, represents the basis of the biography of
General Damjanovi¢.

Sources for this book from the post-war period up to the end of life
to General Damjanovi¢, are very extensive. This part of life of General Da-
mjanovi¢ can be thoroughly reconstructed because I used the General’s per-
sonal archives made accessible thanks to Mr. Miroslav Pani¢ and The Asso-
ciation of Combatants of the Royal Yugoslav Army ,,Draza Mihailovic
from London. Last part of his life is emigration is firmly intertwined with
the institutional development of the Association, whose founder and long-
lasting president was General Damjanovi¢ himself.

This book contains, as a special supplement, many chosen docu-
ments as well as photographs from General Damjanovi¢’s legacy. Docu-
ments are related to the period from 1945 to 1948, ending with the forming
of the Association. Documents are published integrally. Only necessary
grammar corrections were made, with the orthography and the manner of
expression of those times kept in order to evoke authentic personal and in-
stitutional voices, as an illustration for better understanding of the history of
the Serbian emigration.

This book is the result of the project Serbian society in the Yugoslav
state in the 20th century:between democracy and dictatorship (project No.
177016) funded by the Serbian Ministry of Education and Science.



I. MILITARY CAREER OF THE GENERAL
MIODRAG DAMJANOVIC

IN THE KINGDOM OF SERBIA AND THE KINGDOM
OF SCS/YUGOSLAVIA

Miodrag Damjanovi¢ was born on October 16, 1893, in Aleksinac
(district of the city of Kragujevac), his father Milan was born in Kos$tunici
and his mother Poleksija, maiden name Filipovi¢, was from Kragujevac. He
finished elementary school and six years of high school in Kragujevac and
Belgrade, and on September 14, 1909. he enrolled into the 42" class of the
Lower School of the Military Academy. We can assume that his choice of a
military career was influenced by the patriotic up-bringing that Miodrag re-
ceived at home, as well as the popularity of the army profession stipulated
by the Serbian national and State ascent. A national ecstasy caught all the
classes of the Serbian society, especially after the annexion of Bosnia and
Herzegovina by the Austria-Hungarian Empire.

In the period after 1903. classes at the Academy had no more than 30
to 40 cadets. Since Damjanovi¢ enrolled into the Academy after sixth grade
of high school, as did all the others, in the first year they mainly supplemen-
ted their high school knowledge. Except for basic military training, war ser-
vice and various rules that were in the competence of officers, the military
subjects were tactics, army administration and technical tuition (basics of
engineering). The rest of the subjects were mathematics, physics, chemistry,
geometry, languages, drawing, horseback riding, combat, gymnastics, playing
an instrument and singing.

A positive spirit was maintained at the Academy that bounded the ca-
dets to it, to a military career, to their superiors and their friends. Mladen Zujo-
vié, a cadet of the 46™ class, wrote the following: ,, Friendship is not an empty
word at the Academy, among officers and in the Army in general. It is immense
and eternal. And what is most important, an indifferent effort for the common
thing is being embedded at the Academy. Unhealthy ambitions are suffocated
and mercantile views are stigmatised. A spirit of social order was not inspired,
it seems, because it was not possible, not because there was no wish to do so.
Interest in politics was prohibited while a feeling of care for the common thing
was developed. In other words, party politics was forbidden “."

! Mladen Zujovi¢, Ratni dnevnik 1. Srbija u I svetskom ratu, Vinjatka Banja 2004, 15.



While he was at school he received three ranks: corporal (March 1,
1910), Junior Sergeant (September 1, 1911) and Sergeant (December 1,
1911). Instead of the final year of schooling, the 42™ class was sent to their
first war experience in September 1912-to the First Balkan War. Miodrag
Damjanovi¢ participated in the war as a Sergeant-cadet in the 1* battalion of
the 12" infantry regiment first-call ,,Car Lazar®, in the Sumadija Division.”

Serbia’s preparations for a new war against Turkey began right after
1878. The war plan was determined and finally established on March 16,
1898, at a conference presided by King Milan Obrenovié. It was concluded
that Serbia could achieve its national aspirations only through an offensive
war against Turkey, which was possible in collaboration with the rest of the
Balkan countries — Bulgaria, Greece and Montenegro.” Years of negotiati-
ons and efforts resulted in the creation of the Balkan Alliance. The ideologi-
cal creator of this alliance, which will deliver the mortal blow to the Turkish
ruling of the Balkans, was the Serbian politician Milovan Milovanovi¢.

The crisis was rapidly intensified in September 1911, when Italy
suddenly declared war against Turkey. Debates began about Turkish herita-
ge and an atmosphere of war arose in Serbia. An alliance agreement betwe-
en Serbia and Bulgaria was signed in March of 1912. With the consequent
approach of Montenegro and Greece, the Serbian-Bulgarian agreement be-
came the backbone of the Balkan Alliance. At the beginning of October
1912, Serbia and Montenegro signed a Political and Military Convention.
The objective of the planned war was the national liberation of the Christian
peoples of the Balkans and the expansion of territories of the Balkan coun-
tries. The first to declare war was Montenegro (October 8), and subsequ-
ently Serbia, Bulgaria and Greece broke off diplomatic relations with Tur-
key and declared war.

For the carrying out of war operations against Turkey, the Serbian
forces were divided into four armies and one independent brigade. The Su-
madija Division, together with Sergeant Miodrag Damjanovi¢, was included
in the III Army under the command of General Bozidar Jankovi¢. The Su-
madija Division was added to the Toplica Army group, the commanding of-
ficer of the division was Colonel Djordje Mihailovi¢, while the muster area
of the division was in KurSumlija. The total strength of this army consisted
of about 63 000 men (50 000 combatants) and 94 cannons. It had the task to

? Military Archives (MA), Belgrade, Personnel Files Data (PFD) officers of the
Royal Yugoslav Army, 270/119.

* Aleksandar Stojiéevié, Istorija nasih ratova za oslobodenje i ujedinjenje 1912—
1918, Beograd 1932, 69-70.
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press forward across Kosovo in order to join the I Army. One division was
to stay in Pristina after its liberation.*

The division fought its first battles at Merdarska Kosa. Damjanovi¢’s
12™ infantry regiment distinguished itself in battles at the Dubnica watchto-
wer and in Podujevo, where an offensive was launched to the flank of the
Turkish attack front-lines which opened up the possibility for parts of the
Morava division, which were driven backwards to their position. Afterwards
a general offensive followed on the entire line of the front held by the III
Army. The battles lasted until October 19, when the whole district of Koso-
vo was conquered.’

Miodrag Damjanovi¢ was successful in his first combats and, as a
symbol of recognition, for the devotion and courage he had shown, he was pro-
moted to the rank of infantry second lieutenant on November 18, 1912, and that
was the end of his education at the Lower School of the Military Academy.’

With the First Balkan War, the centuries-old struggle of the Balkan
peoples for their salvation from Turkish rule came to an end. Soon after, ho-
wever, disagreements between Serbia and Bulgaria emerged because Serbia
requested a revision of the agreement from 1912, since it didn’t get a piece
of the seashore. With the foundation of the Albanian state, Serbia was left
without a great part of its territory. At the same time, Bulgaria pointed out
its pretensions towards Salonika and some regions along the Aegean coast,
which were conquered by Greece. Therefore, Serbia and Greece made a new
alliance on June 1, 1913, which was joined later by Montenegro. Serbia ac-
cepted Russia’s arbitration and made a commitment to respect Russia’s de-
cision, whatever it might have been. During the night between June 29 and
30, the Bulgarian Army unexpectedly attacked the Serbian Army on the ri-
ver Bregalnica, and that was the beginning of the Second Balkan War.

Miodrag Damjanovié¢ was with his Sumadija Division on the Bregal-
nica and Zletovska rivers front at the moment of the Bulgarian attack. The
division was then united into the I Army, under the command of the evident
heir to the throne Aleksandar, while the division was under the command of
Colonel Bozidar Terzi¢. The better part of it was situated in the area of Crni
Vrh — the village Gradiste.”

The Sumadija division (first-call) and the Morava division (second-
call) were to attack the Bulgarian troops and push them across the river Zle-

* Ibid., 101.

3 Ibid., 120—121.

®MA, PFD, 270/119.

7 A. Stoji¢evi¢, Istorija nasih ratova, 228.
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tovska and advance towards Ko¢an. An attack on Drenak by the Suma-
dija Division followed, with great losses (almost 2000 killed) but the
Bulgarian army (7" division) was completely battered. Thus the attack
operations of the Bulgarian IV Army were crushed. Soon the Sumadija
Division got to the river Zletovska and then made an attack on Rajcan-
ski Rit. In combat operations that lasted two days, 4000 Bulgarian sol-
diers were killed.®

The battle at Bregalnica ended in victory for the Serbian Army,
which had a total of 16,620 casualties. The I Army, where Damjanovi¢ was,
lost 5,320 men.” After peace was reached in Bucharest, the Serbian Army
was demobilized. They remained as garrison personnel troops in the newly
liberated territories. Miodrag Damjanovi¢ stayed on duty in his unit. He was
promoted to the rank of Lieutenant Adjutant on October 31, 1913, and on
November 25 of the same year he was transferred from infantry to artillery.
He remained on duty in this unit until February 3, 1914."°

Until the beginning of WW 1, from February 5 to July 13 of 1914,
Lieutenant Damjanovi¢ was on duty in the 2™ battery of the artillery regi-
ment ,, Tanasko Raji¢* within the Sumadija Division. Thereupon, on the eve
of war operations, he was transferred to the 1* battery of the same regiment
(second-call), where he was a Lieutenant Sergeant. This unit was a part of
the Uzice Army that was under the command of General Milo§ Bozinovi¢. It
covered the area on the outermost left flank of the 1** Army — west of UZice,
Bajina Basta, Rogatica and Priboj. Lieutenant Damjanovi¢ remained on this
duty till February 14, 1915.

The Serbian war plan against Austro-Hungary was defensive. Opera-
tive Serbian troops concentrated along the line: Svilajnac—Palanka—Arandje-
lovac—Lazarevac—Valjevo. In front of this line a strong natural border (the
rivers Danube and Sava) created the front line that gave enough space and
time to manoeuvre from depth in required directions (,,strategic reception
and action on the internal operational directions®).""

At the end of September of 1914, together with the Sandzak Army of
Montenegro that was under the command of sirdar Janko Vukoti¢, units of
the Uzice Army penetrated into south-east Bosnia, reached Jahorina, entered
Pale (September 25) and took over Romanija on October 2 and 3. In the se-
cond half of October a counterattack was launched against the Uzice and

8 Ibid., 247-248.

% Ibid., 256.

YMA, PFD, 270/119.

"' A. Stoji¢evié, Istorija nasih ratova, 311.
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Sandzak armies and after the battle at Glasinac, on October 24, they retre-
ated to the right bank of the river Drina.

At the beginning of November an Austria-Hungarian offensive took
place from sector Srebrnica—Ljubovija where Damjanovi¢’s regiment was
stationed. Shortly after that, the Serbian army retreated from the entire line
of the front because there was a lack of artillery ammunition. Help from the
allies wasn’t coming, so an accelerated retreat of the I Army and the Uzice
Army followed, which led to the withdrawal of Belgrade’s Defence. The
Capital City remained without defence and the enemy conquered it on De-
cember 3, 1914. On that same day, the I Army, with the Uzice Army at its
left flank, with Lieutenant Damjanovi¢ in it, launches a counter-attack under
the command of General Zivojin Misi¢ from its position west of Gornji Mi-
lanovac. At long last, artillery ammunition arrived from Greece. Shortly the
Austria-Hungarian front was shaken and it crumbled."

From February 14 to March 21, 1915, Damjanovi¢ was in a combi-
ned unit of Belgrade’s defence on the duty of an artillery Lieutenant-rappor-
teur. The unit was under the command of General Mihailo Zivkovi¢. From
March 21 to May 28, 1915, Damjanovi¢ served in the 6" battery of the Su-
madija artillery regiment (first-call), and from May 28 to July 6, 1915 he
served in the ,,air force battery* in Kragujevac. He was promoted to the rank
of captain second class on June 15."

Miodrag Damjanovi¢ went through a Golgotha with the Serbian
Army in the autumn and winter of 1915-1916. An offensive of the German
and Austria-Hungarian army took place in the beginning of October 1915.
The forcing of the rivers Danube and Sava and the attack on Belgrade began
on October 6. The offensive was lead by the German Field-marshal August
von Makenzen. Bulgaria attacked on October 11. The Serbian Army,
stretched out on three sides, retreated step by step with the population by
their side. Serbia represented a mobile mass of refugees without shelter and
food, while the enemy was advancing ever more quickly. The front in Ma-
cedonia was penetrated on October 19, when the Bulgarians reached the ri-
ver Vardar and conquered Skopje. The Serbian Army was cut off from the
Aegean Sea.

The Serbian troops and the people poured into Kosovo in the first
half of November. The Government and the Supreme Command decided to
retreat to the Albanian coast, and arrived there at the end of the first half of

12 Andrej Mitrovié, Srbija u Prvom svetskom ratu, Beograd 1984, 111.
13 7

Ibid., 114.
"““MA, PFD, 270/119.

13



December. Tens of thousands had died. Preparations for the evacuation
from the Albanian coast began on December 29, and on January 8§, 1916, a
decision was made to transport the Serbian Army to the island of Corfu. The
first troops were transported on January 15, while the Serbian government
arrived on the island three days later. By the end of February of 1916, 135.
000 Serbian soldiers arrived on the island of Corfu, with Captain Miodrag
Damjanovi¢ among them.

The Serbian Army was reorganized in this period. Considering the
numerousness, six infantry divisions and one cavalry division were formed.
They were grouped into three armies. Each new division was formed from
adequate divisions (first and second-call). Within each division, an infantry
regiment (third-call) was formed (consisting of three battalions and four
companies).

After his recovery, Damjanovi¢ was transported together with his
war buddies from Corfu to the Salonika front, and till April 1, 1916, he ser-
ved in the 1™ battery of the Sumadija Division (first-call), which was a part
of the II Army under the command of Duke Stepa Stepanovi¢. The division
was under the command of Colonel Zivko Pavlovi¢ and the Chief-of-Staff
was Milivoje Uskokovi¢. From then on, until the September offensive in
1918, Damjanovi¢ served in the 6" battery of the Sumadija mountain artil-
lery regiment. For a while he was the representative of the commander of
the 4™ battery of the regiment.

Continuous combat against the Bulgarians lasted throughout the
summer and autumn of 1916. Particularly hard battles took place in Katu-
nac. The II Army took position on the routes towards Dobro Polje. There
were about 160 000 Bulgarian soldiers on the other side. Damjanovi¢ parti-
cipated in the offensive of the Serbian Army on the Salonika front during
September, when Kajmakcalan was taken. Artillery battles were especially
impressive. Mladen Zujovi¢ wrote about that in his diary: ,, Our artillery
prepared its attack tremendously, I haven’t seen such preparation before
and neither have many others. The wooded hill was fired at and rummaged
till 17.30h, when the Bulgarians began running away. They couldn’t take it
any more. After that our infantry started to move in*."

Dobro Polje was attacked during September of 1916, and Captain
Damjanovi¢ took part in the preparations for the artillery attacks. Trench
warfare was exhausting: ,, It is really characteristic that only the Serbian
Army, although weakened and worn out, is fighting. It is almost three
months that this army is on the first line of fire without a day of rest. The

> Mladen Zujovié, Ratni dnevnik, 1, 203.
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soldiers have lost the look of healthy people; traces from Albania are
catching up with them. Our companies have 60 rifles each. We are hoping
for the better. Perhaps someone will get interested and give consideration to
these poor remainders of the once mighty Serbian Army*.'°

Mladen Zujovi¢ made a note in his dairy about an encounter with
Miodrag Damjanovi¢ at the end of November 1916: ,, There is abundant pa-
trolling and exchange of fire with the opponent on our front. Two of our air-
planes flew over us at about 14,30h. They came from Kozjak and returned
over Veternik. The enemy’s field cannons and howitzers shot at both aero-
planes, without success. Artillery Captain Damjanovi¢ spent the day on po-
sition, where he was sent as an observer. At the same time he made a rough
draft of Kravica, Dobro Polje and West Veternik“."”

Nothing essentially changed in the following months. The Serbian
Army led a trench war on the Salonika front, with variable luck. The front
was stretched out on the entire line from the Ionian Sea to the Aegean Sea,
but there were no operations of a bigger magnitude. During 1918, Damjano-
vi¢ attended a specialized course at the artillery shooting school in Kalenica.
He was promoted to the rank of captain first class on September 1, 1918.'*

Miodrag Damjanovi¢ participated in the breakthrough of the Saloni-
ka front and the final battles for the liberation of Serbia. With the Serbian
Army he started the breakthrough at Dobro Polje toward Bulgaria, and then
to Macedonia and further on into Serbia. His unit pursued the enemy in the
direction Kavadar-Ko¢ane—Stip—Carevo Selo. Damjanovi¢ was decorated
for bravery with two gold medals and one silver medal ,,Milo§ Obili¢«."

After the war, Miodrag Damjanovi¢ first took command of a battery
in the 4™ howitzer regiment from December 20, 1919, to September 25,
1921. He was promoted to the rank of major on Vidovdan of 1920. On Oc-
tober 1, 1921, he continued with his education. He was enrolled in the Hig-
her School of the Military Academy, because of preparations for the gene-
ral-staff profession. That was the first time his path crossed with Dragoljub
Mihailovi¢, who was also at the school in the rank of captain second class.
All together, 48 officers from the Army of the Kingdom of Serbs, Croats
and Slovenians and two officers from Czechoslovakia were accepted.
Amongst them were Vladimir Vauhnik, Jovan Leko, Vojislav Spuzi¢, Vasi-

' Ibid., 210.

"7 Ibid., 225.

" MA, PFD, 270/119.

' General Miodrag Damjanovi¢’s archives, London. Unregistered documents (on-
ward: General Damjanovic’s archives).
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lije Petkovi¢ (all majors) and Aleksandar Misi¢, Captain. Their class had the
number ,,23“.20

The shortage of educated officers was the biggest problem of the
Kingdom’s Army, and the most important educational institution was the
Military Academy with its Lower and Higher schools. In the period when
Miodrag Damjanovi¢ was at school, it lasted two years, but by a regulation
from 1924, it was extended by six months, for the cadets to attend expert
corps courses. Some time later schooling was extended to three years.'

Miodrag Damjanovi¢ married Mila Spisi¢ from Zemun on June 25,
1921, and on January 30, 1923 their daughter Radmila (married Arsi¢) was
born. Their class finished schooling on October 16, 1923.% Thirty seven of-
ficers completed their schooling and amongst them were Damjanovi¢ and
Mihailovi¢. Major Dragoslav Milosavljevi¢ was first in his class.

Miodrag Damjanovi¢ was then, by a decision of the General-staff
from October 16, accepted as a trainee to the General-staff profession, again
together with D. Mihailovi¢ and 10 other officers. This kind of schooling
began on October 25, 1923.2* He was promoted to the rank of Lieutenant
Colonel on October 1, 1924. Damjanovi¢ was transferred to the General-
staff on February 24, 1926. On April 3, 1926, Damjanovi¢ was disposed to
serve in the General-staff department of the Ministry of the Army and Navy.

Damjanovi¢ became the acting Chief-of-Staff of the Danube division
district on April 1, 1927. From that duty he went on a six-month course in
France on November 20, 1927. He attended a four-month course for colo-
nels and generals in Versailles, and spent two months in the 141* alpine re-
giment in Marseilles. After returning from France, he was the acting Chief-
of-Staff of the Zeta division district from June 27, 1928 to March 21, 1929.
He was in service at the secretariat of the State Defence Counsel from
March 25, 1929 to April 30, 1930. He was promoted to the rank of colonel
on December 17, 19292

Damjanovi¢ was thereupon the Chief-of-Staff of the Danube division
district up to December 1st 1930. From the 15™ of December 1930 to the
16™ of June 1932, he was the military emissary of the Kingdom of Yugosla-
via in Hungary and Austria, residing in Budapest. After that he was once

2 Bojan Dimitrijevié, Peneral Mihailovié. Biografija (do maja 1941), Beograd
1996, 87.

! Mile Bjelajac, Vojska Kraljevine SHS/Jugoslavije 1922—-1935, Beograd 1994, 54.

*MA, PFD, 270/119.

2 M. Bijelajac, Vojska, 89.

*MA, PFD, 270/119.
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again the Chief-of-Staff of the Sava Division district from June 18 to De-
cember 1, 1932. He was then transferred to the air force, where he was the
assistant and deputy to the Chief-of-Staff of the Air force Command (from
December 12, 1932 to August 30, 1933), hereafter he was the aid to the Chi-
ef-of-Staff (from August 30, 1933 to March 25, 1935), the commanding of-
ficer of the 1* Air force Regiment (from March 25, 1935 to May 28, 1936)
and finally he worked in the Air force General-staff from June 1, 1936 to
May 31, 1937.%

Miodrag Damjanovi¢ was promoted to the rank of brigadier general
on December 1, 1937, and thus became the youngest general in the Army of
the Kingdom of Yugoslavia.26 He remained in the air force as the acting
Chief-of-Staff until December 31, 1938. During that period, he spent some
time in England, France and Czechoslovakia.

While he was in the air force, Damjanovi¢ worked intensively on the
modernization of this branch of the army, starting from ,,common weaknes-
ses of immediate air defence* of the Kingdom. He particularly pointed out
the inferior (anti aircraft) counter-aviation defence and frailties in the deve-
lopment of fighter-planes. It was therefore necessary to acquire up-to-date
weapons, first of all single-seated fighter-planes, twin-engine fighter perse-
cutors, dive-bombing aircrafts and reconnaissance airplanes. The solving of
the problem of weapons up-dating was marked by the endeavour to get fa-
vourable loans from Milan Stojadinovi¢’s government. The government, ho-
wever, demanded that the list of necessities be revised, and Damjanovi¢ was
directly engaged in this matter.”’

During 1938, General Damjanovi¢ was quite involved in the monito-
ring of the situation and the gathering of information about the Ustasha emi-
gration in Italy, Austria and Germany. The General-staff deemed that adequa-
te attention should be paid to the Ustasha’s threats and ,.that all necessary and
preventive measures of security and protection should be undrertaken®.*®

Miodrag Damjanovi¢ headed the Operative section of the Main Ge-
neral-staff from January 2, 1939 to April 26, 1939, and from May 2, 1939
he was the Chief-of-Staff of the III Army district.”’

* Ibid.

6 Mile Bjelajac, Admirali i generali Kraljevine Jugoslavije 1918—1941, Beograd
2004, 139. — His personal appearance was described in the following way: stature — tall;
moustache — trimmed; face — longish; mouth — regular; hair — chestnut-colour, eyes —
brown and nose — regular. (MA, PFD, 270/119).

MA, Act 17, 12-11/1-7.

> Ibid., 12-27-1.

*MA, PFD, 270/119.

17



The headquarters of the III Army district was situated in Skopje. The
most significant issue in this period was the internal state of affairs, especi-
ally the alteration of relations within the Kingdom of Yugoslavia and the
creation of the Ban’s dominion of Croatia. The people expected that the
agreement with the Croats* would lessen the danger of war.*® Damjanovi¢
also faced the problem of Macedonian nationalism: ,, Macedonian autono-
mists and separatists propagate hatred towards Serbs-new comers and a
bad mood towards Serbs in general. Vigorous measures should be taken
against all agitators, in order to protect the people from this dangerous pro-
paganda “.>!

Observation of the situation on the borders with Bulgaria and Alba-
nia was in the domain of the III Army district, and Damjanovi¢ was repor-
ting on the intensified pro-Russian propaganda, especially since the Soviet
Union entered WW II. Special attention was devoted to fighting Bulgarian
propaganda, which was often an order given to Damjanovi¢ by the Main
General-staff: ,, Separatist and autonomist elements in Southern Serbia,
especially in Skopje, are striving to conduct agitations with the aim of sepa-
rating South Serbia from our country >

In this period, the Kingdom’s Army had to strictly abide by State po-
litics in the domain of respecting the armies of the Axis and pro-Axis coun-
tries. So, on May 10, 1940, the Minister of the Army requested the follo-
wing from the Il Army: ,, It has come to my knowledge that some of our of-
ficers have, in an inappropriate way, publicly belittled one of our neighbou-
ring countries. The damage caused to our common interests by the actions
of these individuals is in itself very clear. Due to this fact, I most severely
forbid army personnel to make public announcements of their opinions and
to pass judgment on a foreign army, and even less to speak ill of it at a pu-
blic place in conversation with the citizens .

The situation in South Serbia was not favourable from the point of
view of common state interests. The leading army circles estimated that sepa-
ratist elements in the south prevailed over national ones, that nearly the entire
administrative apparatus was in the hands of ,,Bulgaria supporters* and that
they persecuted the Serbian clerical employees, that they are unabashedly
showing ,,enthusiasm and joy* because of the victories of Nazi Germany.*

OMA, Act 17, 10-7-3/1.

*'bid, 7-3/27-1.

321bid., 31-53-3. Orders from March 16, 1940.

B MA, Act 17, 36-1-48.

** Mile Bjelajac, General Dragisa Pandurovié. Zivot i svedocenja, Beograd 